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I nformat ion  & rem inders

Reminders & News to share!
Chromebooks - Please help us reinforce with your students that they should not be taking out/using their Chromebooks

on the school bus. Some students have left them on the school bus and/or damaged them. Thank you!

Camp Invention(R) is coming to MCPS!

Elementary: In partnership with the National Inventors Hall of Fame® (NIHF), MCPS is pleased to offer the nationally

acclaimed Camp Invention® program to children entering 1st through 6th grade. This exciting, weeklong summer

adventure provides opportunities for open-ended, hands-on exploration of science, technology, engineering, and more!

Rotating through a variety of exciting activities each day, children have fun collaborating with friends, thinking

creatively, and inventing their own solutions to real-world challenges. MCPS has hosted Camp Invention for the past 14

years (in fact, we typically reach maximum enrollment by April). The dates this year are June 6-9, and it will be held at

Falling Branch Elementary from 8:30am-4:30pm. You may have children, grandchildren, nieces, and/or nephews that

this camp would be perfect for! You can take advantage of the $25 off with code EXPLORE25 (if registering before March

31) and if your camper is an alumnus they can save $35 off with CREATE35. 

You can find more info at https://invent-web.ungerboeck.com/programsearch/moreinfo.aspx?event=37569  and the

informational flyer is attached. This short video gives you a summary of what Camp Invention will look like. Camp Price:

$245.

Middle School: 7th -9th graders can sign up to be a Leader-in-Training (flyer attached) and participate in Camp Invention

in a whole new way! It’s an experience filled with creativity and hands-on fun, with an added emphasis on building

leadership, mentoring, and goal-setting skills.  Registration cost: $145

High School: We are also looking to recruit high school and college students to serve as Leadership Interns during this

program. They will be working directly with campers and instructors to help provide an engaging, safe, and enjoyable

experience. This opportunity builds leadership skills through formalized training and practical experience, strengthens

college applications, and provides a meaningful setting to complete required volunteer hours. 

If you have any questions about these programs or the registration process contact a co-director: Brenda Mash

(bmash@mcps.org ) or Dawn Wilson (dawnwilson@mcps.org).

Needed!
Lighweight cardboard (cereal boxes, soda can boxes, 
tissue boxes for Miss Bailey. Thank you!

DATES
 -January 31 - Teacher Workday/No School for Students

- February 2 - PTO Meeting : 4:30 pm
   (link: https://meet.google.com/nea-wmtu-kaj )

- February 2 - Wacky Wednesday "Tie Dye Day"

- February 4 - MCPS County Spelling Bee

https://invent-web.ungerboeck.com/programsearch/moreinfo.aspx?event=37569
https://www.youtube-nocookie.com/embed/ozX4K30N-Ww?playlist=ozX4K30N-Ww&autoplay=1&iv_load_policy=3&loop=1&modestbranding=1&start=62
mailto:bmash@mcps.org
mailto:dawnwilson@mcps.org
https://meet.google.com/nea-wmtu-kaj


 

PBIS Update
 

Using the MCPS School-wide Progressive Discipline Plan, student behavior and teacher responses are centered around our PBIS
Matrix. Classroom & Specialty Teachers are reviewing our PBIS Matrix with students, including positive incentives, such as Linkous
Likes, Student of the Month, and extra privileges.  Now’s the time to “get on board”! Have you seen our GLE sign with shout-outs to
PBIS champions? Thank you Ms. Flynn and Ms. Hicks!

PTO UPDATE
 

1st International Game Night 
Unfortunately, due to the current spike in COVID-19 cases, we have decided to postpone, potentially indefinitely, the International
Game Night. Even if this is not an event that the 2021-2022 GLES PTO can sponsor, we hope it is an idea that the 2022-2023 GLES
PTO will return to in the future. 

Science Fair
At the last PTO meeting, we discussed bringing back the science fair for the first time since 2019. We are still trying to find a way to
put this event on safely with COVID-19 still being an issue. However, at this time we have no date for this event. When we know
more, we will pass the information on to you. 

BIG PROJECT
For years the PTO has wanted to build a covered portico between the kindergarten and main buildings to help the teachers and 5-6
year old kiddos stay dry when walking between the two. 

Specifically, we are hoping to build a covered portico between the main door to the kindergarten building and the door near the
music room as well as an ADA approved ramp instead of stairs going into the main building. The estimated cost of this project is
$45,000. 

The PTO has already raised $15,000. We, however, need your help to raise the other $30,000! We are hoping to get a grant for
$15,000 and private donations that total to $15,000 to cover the cost. 

If you have experience writing grants or know of a grant that we could apply for, please contact us at gilbertlinkouspto@gmail.com.
If you personally would like to donate to this cause, or know someone in the community who might be interested in donating, please
donate on our webpage at www.glespto.org or contact us at gilbertlinkouspto@gmail.com.
This is not a project we can do alone! Thank you for your help!

Next PTO Meeting
The next PTO meeting will be on Tuesday, February 1st from 4:30-5:30pm on Google Meet. We will be talking about a potential
fundraiser to potentially help with the portico, and ways to raise teacher morale. Please attend this meeting, especially if you have

ideas about any of these topics. The Google Meet link is: https://meet.google.com/nea-wmtu-kaj
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